CHAPTER NINE

ROOSEVELT, TAFT5 WILSON,
AND HARDING

ROOSEVELT was the fifth Vice-President to be lifted to the
Presidency as the result of a death. The records of his four
predecessors were ominous* Not one of them had later
been given the Presidency in his own rightj and the two
who were strong men and who tried to assert themselves
while in the White House had been driven out of public
life by their outraged parties. A Vice-President was meant
to be seen and not heard> and he was expected to remember
this humbling fact even if chance put him In the Presidency*
Roosevelt^ however, had one advantage over the other four;
in spite of his culture and prominent social position*
he had a personality which was charming both in personal
and public relations. The contrast between his
gaiety, his versatile talents (as write^ naturalist* soldier,
politician), and the heavy colourless men who had
him for a generation^ was so pleasing that goodwill and
hopefulness seized the public mind. But no such feelings
were experienced by die Old Guard in the Republican
Party.
Roosevelt was born in New York* in 1858,   On Ms
father's side the family was Dutch^ being descended
a Martenszen van Roosevelt who had settled In New York
(then New Amsterdam) in 1649,   Roosevelt's             was
Martha Bullock^ a Georgian of Scotch-Irish and
descent  Her brothers fought for the Confederacy and she
* Since die Jacksoaian reroktkm, in 1828* m mas              tab
adraitag^s had been elected president
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